
This seminar will offer a preview of a book I’ve been writing with Rob Ellis. The book 
is due to appear in the Routledge SRHE (Society for Research in Higher Education) 
series next year. The talk, like the book, will fall into two halves. In the first half, I will 
share some results from a set of 54 semi-structured interviews carried out in 39 
Australian universities with senior staff holding leadership responsibilities for 
Education, IT and Facilities/Estates: (typically, Deputy Vice-Chancellors (Education), 
Chief Information Officers and Directors of Estates). Among other things, this corpus 
of interview material indicates how difficult it is to integrate strategic thinking about 
teaching and learning, IT and learning spaces. In the second half, I will outline some 
ideas that may come together around the notion of educational ecology as an applied 
science. One practical purpose of this applied science is to provide a better framing 
for shared work on the integration of educational, IT and estates strategies. Some of 
the pieces being assembled in the second half of the book include: a shift to service 
design for activity systems; ecological accounts of educational processes and 
environments (from Urie Bronfenbrenner, Ron Barnett, Rose Luckin and others); 
action-oriented approaches to inquiry and research-practice partnerships 

1



2



3



Barnett, R. (2018). The ecological university: a feasible utopia. London: Routledge.

Hammer, D., Gouvea, J., & Watkins, J. (2018). Idiosyncratic cases and hopes for 
general validity: what education research might learn from ecology / Casos
idiosincrásicos y expectativas de validez general: lo que la investigación en educación
puede aprender de la ecología. Infancia y Aprendizaje, 1-49. 
doi:10.1080/02103702.2018.1504887

4



5



6



7



8



Kimber, Megan. (2003). The Tenured 'Core' and the Tenuous 'Periphery': The 
Casualisation of Academic Work in Australian Universities. Journal of Higher 
Education Policy and Management, 25(1), 41-50. 
doi:http://www.tandfonline.com/loi/cjhe20

9



10



11



12



13



14



15



16



17



18



19



20



21



22



23



24



25



26



27



Barnett, R. (2018). The ecological university: a feasible utopia. London: Routledge.
Bain, A., & Zundans-Fraser, L. (2017). The self-organizing university: designing the 
higher education organization for quality learning and teaching. Singapore: Springer 
Nature.
Luckin, R. (2010). Re-designing learning contexts: technology-rich, learner-centred 
ecologies. New York: Routledge.

Bronfenbrenner, U. (1979). The ecology of human development: experiments by 
nature and design. Cambridge MA: Harvard University Press.
Hutchins, E. (2010). Cognitive ecology. Topics in Cognitive Science, 2, 705-715.

28



29



30



31



Checkland, P. (1999). Systems thinking, systems practice. Chichester: Wiley.

Ison, R., & Blackmore, C. (2014). Designing and developing a reflexive learning system 

for managing systemic change. Systems, 2(2), 119-136.

Pawson, R., & Tilley, N. (1997). Realistic evaluation. London: Sage.

Engeström, Y., Sannino, A., & Virkkunen, J. (2014). On the methodological demands of 

formative interventions. Mind, Culture, and Activity, 21(2), 118-128. 

doi:10.1080/10749039.2014.891868

Bang, M., & Vossoughi, S. (2016). Participatory design research and educational 

justice: studying learning and relations within social change making. Cognition and 
Instruction, 34(3), 173-193. doi:10.1080/07370008.2016.1181879

Penuel, W., & Gallagher, D. (2017). Creating research-practice partnerships in 
education. Cambridge MA: Harvard Education Press.

32



Fung, D. (2017). A connected curriculum for higher education. Retrieved from London: 
http://www.ucl.ac.uk/ucl-press/browse-books/a-connected-curriculum-for-higher-
education
Matthews, K., Dwyer, A., Hine, L., & Turner, J. (2018). Conceptions of students as 
partners. Higher Education.

33



34


